
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2003. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



David Brown





Jonny Sykes




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :
 Cllr Peter Veasey, KDC
ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  : Cllr’s Harker and Conder – both absent on business.
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none. 

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
In response to a request that Item 5 be expanded to give more background to the decision taken, the Clerk added the following text after the first sentence of Item 5.1:-

 Discussion recognised that the tree had rotted in the centre and that it was only by investing in it’s current, and on-going, management that it could be preserved until a replacement could be grown.  It was also noted that only the median cost tender had  volunteered the advice that the tree which stood behind the Chestnut required early management and included this work in the price.
3.2
This was accepted and the minutes approved by all: proposed J Sykes, seconded W Shaw.
ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Emergency Planning (Item 4.1) :   The Chair reported that the newly appointed CEV, Mr J Gale, and he had taken part in the trial exercise during October.  Mr Gale planned to meet the Chute Forest CEVs during December and to review the outcome with them.

4.2
Recycling facilities (Item 4.3) :   The Clerk advised that supply of the new Recycling ‘Banks’ at the Cross Keys was delayed due to oversubscription.  They should be supplied soon.   
4.3
Tibbs Meadow South Boundary – Field Hedge (Item 4.5) :  The Clerk advised that KDC had now written seeking information on the damage caused to trees from the most adjacent householders.  Also that the ultimate aim of the Arboricultural Officer was to have the field hedge re-instated :  he had accepted that any such action would have to be arranged jointly in consultation with the Parish Council.   Further advice/action was now awaited.

4.4
Chestnut Tree at Upper Chute Green (Item 5) :  The Clerk advised that Mr Pocock had sought KDC authority for the work proposed and that this had now been granted.  Advice of a start date for the work was now awaited.

4.5
Community Responder System (Item 7.1) :  The Clerk advised that T Harker had sought interest through the Chronicle but had received a disappointingly low level of support.  He would 
discuss further on his return – see ‘Apologies’ above.

4.6
Supply of maps identifying residences (Item 7.3) : the Clerk produced maps now kindly supplied by KDC Forward Planning Staff .   As anticipated, these were found to require updating. It was agreed to discuss the best way ahead after further copies had been produced.  

4.7
Review of Anti-Social behaviour (Item 9) : the Clerk read the e.mailed advice from the Community Safety Partnership confirming that the PC action to date met the requirements of the Crime and Disorder Act. Also that from Mr M Winterbourne to the effect that funding support for any initiative ‘in anticipation of a problem’ was unlikely to receive support. It was agreed that this was unacceptable and that the Clerk should seek clarification.   Action : Clerk.
4.8
1st Annual Meeting of Board of North Wessex AONB(Item 12.1) : D Brown reported on this as a very interesting and worthwhile event. He produced a copy of the new Management Plan and, after discussion, it was agreed that this should circulated forthwith – first sight to J Sykes.

4.9
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 12.3) :  The Clerk confirmed that he had applied for a grant of £150 for FY 2004/05.

4.10
Caravan Rallies at Village Hall (Item 12.4) : The Chair advised that an accommodation had now been reached between the Village Hall Cttee and the Parishioner who had written.

ITEM 5 : AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR FY 2002/03
5.1
The letter from Mazars confirming satisfactory completion of the Audit and raising no matters for concern was examined and noted with pleasure. The Clerk was complimented and a formal vote of thanks to Mrs N Orlick for her services as Internal Auditor was proposed by the Chair and agreed by all.  It was also agreed that a Section 37 expenditure of £25 could be made by Y Bradbury to buy a floral tribute for Mrs Orlick.  Action : Cllr Y Bradbury.
ITEM 6 : BUDGET FOR FY 2003/04
6.1
Following discussion the latest forecast Budget outcome for the year – circulated with the Agenda - was accepted by all : proposed J Sykes, seconded Y Bradbury.   It was noted that the contingency reserve was high enough to support the possibility of  purchase of a new tree for the Upper Chute Green and one or two new ‘finger signposts’ should this be favoured. These matters to be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting. Action : Clerk
ITEM 7 : APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE
7.1
Annual Grant of £200 to KGPF : before seeking approval of this expenditure the Chair read out an ‘Interim Report of the Playing Fields Committee’ received from the chairman, Mr R Cherrington, on 5 November 2003.  This was duly noted and the Chair directed that the Report should be filed with the Minutes : Action :Clerk..  Payment of a £200 annual grant-in-aid for the year was then proposed by D Brown, seconded by B Withers and agreed by all. 
7.2
Approval of the items shown at 7.2, 7.3 and 7.4 of the Agenda as follows was then proposed by J Sykes, seconded by  Y Bradbury and agreed by all.
Annual Grant to CPCC for maintenance of the Churchyard
: 
£35.00

Remembrance Day Wreath – to Poppy Day Appeal

:
£19.00
Audit Fee for Accounts for FY 2002/03 to Mazars 

:
£58.75

ITEM 8 :  AMENITY SKIPS – FUNDING IN FY 2004/05
8.1
The Clerk advised of a KDC decision to impose a charge of £50 for each amenity skip next year – previously free.  Discussion produced agreement that the amenity skips(2) were heavily used and valued by the community. Also that, compared to the full charge of £150 they continued to represent good value for money.  J Sykes proposed that the Precept should be increased to cover this cost in 2004/05, supported by the Chair and agreed by all. 
ITEM 9 : CHILDREN’S  ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE
9.1
The Clerk reported that M Winterbourne, Tidworth Trust, had established that the WCC contractor, Ringway Parkman, could produce and erect a suitable and approved form road sign from our design for c. £140 to £180.  Planning approval would be required but should be straightforward if done through these channels.  He had also established that this would be a good candidate for funding from the Kennet Community Safety Partnership.   B Withers confirmed a high level of interest from the Youth Group in a project to produce a suitable design for the road-signs and, in the process raise awareness of road safety issues amongst local children.  After discussion it was agreed that B Withers should seek to take the proposal forward through the Youth Group and report back when the need for formal action was required - the Clerk to provide appropriate support – eg arranging contacts with external agencies. Action  B Withers & Clerk
ITEM 10 : REVIEW OF PROPOSED CHILDREN’S PLAY FACILITY
10.1
The Chair referred to the Council’s long-standing concern over the inadequacy of  play facilities and reported that D Brown’s informal inquiries into availability of suitable land for some future development had produced a specific and unexpected proposal dated 10 October 2003 from Messrs Knight Frank acting as agents for Mrs Mustey of Long View, Upper Chute.
10.2
The proposal is for what amounts to a land swap.  The Council to transfer ownership to Mrs Mustey of a part of the land currently used as Allotments immediately to the north of Long View : in return Mrs Mustey to transfer ownership of a strip of land bordering Malthouse Lane – this being large enough to re-instate the three lost allotments and to provide a children’s play area.  An illustrative map had been provided and was studied by all present.
10.3
After extensive discussion it was agreed by all that D Brown and B Withers would review the proposal and seek to clarify the possible use of the land proposed and report back at the next meeting.   In the meantime the Chair would respond to Knight Franks thanking Mrs Mustey for her proposal and expressing the interest of the Council in principle.  The Clerk to draft an appropriate letter.   Action ; Clerk
ITEM 11 : NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF NORTH WESSEX AONB COUNCIL
11.1
It was agreed that the Council would be happy to nominate J Sykes, as arguably the best qualified Member, if he were prepared to accept.   J Sykes agreed to look into the value and workload demands of membership and report back.   Action : J Sykes
ITEM 12 : INPUT TO PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF KDC
12.1
The Clerk outlined the Audit Commission exercise and the associated questionnaire. KDC Cllr P Veasey provided further background.  The Clerk was instructed to complete the questionnaire and provided with both general and specific guidance on the position to take.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 13 : REPRESENTATION AT KENNET PASSENGER FORUM
13.1
It was decided that attendance by a Council representative was not necessary.

ITEM 14 : ANY OTHER BUSINESS
14.1
Post Office
The Chair noted with concern that the Post Office had now been closed : he hoped it would be run as a satellite of some other Post Office branch. Position to be watched.
14.2
Village Hall
The Chair was supported by all in his appreciation of the hard work of the Village Hall Cttee and their many volunteers in re-decorating the hall recently.

14.3
Village Design Statement 
The Chair noted that the credibility of the VDS exercise rested partly on it’s independence from the Parish Council. He was nevertheless concerned that action to produce the final Statement seemed to have stalled.  He would liaise with the VDS Team chairman.  Action : Chair
14.4
Broad Band and Web-site Facilities
The Clerk drew attention to a note on Broad band Comms by N Conder on a recently returned circulation file.  This and related web-site matters was then discussed and the input of KDC Cllr P Veasey invited.  It was agreed that there were many developments to be watched with care but that action at present would be premature.
14.5
Flooding Seminar
It was decided that attendance at a KDC seminar on Flooding was unnecessary given the earlier advice that the Parish was not a flood area.  However, the offer by Mr S A Ibbetson the Senior Engineer, to attend the January Council Meeting to give a short briefing on the subject was put on record for decision at the next meeting.  Action : Clerk
14.5
Votes of Thanks
J Sykes drew attention to the fact that Mrs Mary Cummins had treated the Upper Chute bus shelter with wood preservative : part of her ongoing voluntary work to keep the shelter in good order.   In the run-up to Remembrance Day it was also noted that Mr Doug Hirst had cleaned the War memorial at Lower Chute.  A vote of thanks to each was agreed by all and the Clerk was asked to draft a letter for the Chair to send to each.  Action : Clerk 
14.5
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 11th December 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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